
 

Focus on the Corner (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Too much in frame. Crop top, right and 

bottom to give bike space to move into and 

improve composition and impact. (15) 

Judge 2: A very nice clean, strong image. 

Excellent sharpness. Excellent Focus. Very good 

use of selective depth of field. A couple of 

considerations: I'm not sure that we need to 

Green area above the black background. 

Cropping it out I would suggest makes for a 

stronger image to just have the gray track the 

reddish ochre area behind the track and then 

the black wall behind. That gives us 3 horizontal 

elements, not including the singular red track 

marker/curb to the left of  the driver. This I 

would suggest might make for a more dynamic 

image. The other thing that I would consider 

doing, being very picky, is cloning out the green 

plant just to the left of the driver's head in the 

black background. (16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snow Shadows (VCC) 

Judge 1: Snow, shadows and trees combine 

well. Not sure what has been done here but the 

effect is quite attractive.(17) 

Judge 2: An excellent study of shape and form. 

Loving the shadows cascading over the virgin 

snow. Enjoy the color of the shadows on the 

snow, bringing out that blue, cold associated 

with that light at that time of year. I enjoy the 

two 2 particularly small branches sticking up to 

the snow and the strength of the strong vertical 

tree trunks as well as the interesting ’smile’ in 

the snow hump in the bottom right of the 

image. The only component of the image that I 

might consider working on is the overall 

contrast of the strong vertical tree trunks. The 

contrast is a bit stark/strong in relationship to 

the ’quietness’ of the lines in the snow and the 

softness of the snow itself. Nicely done. (18) 

 

 

  



 

Iqbal (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Great eye contact with no distractions. 

Cracking mono portrait with great tonality. (20) 

Judge 2: This is an interesting portrait. Certainly, 

the eyes are captivating in this image. I do feel 

conflicted about the amount of post-processing 

done to this image. On one hand of course, the 

processing has highlighted the skin and pores 

and whiskers and intensity of the gaze with 

significant effect. On the other hand I am seeing 

Edge enhancement especially where the 

neck/shoulder area hits the fabric of the shirt 

with a black line which rather accentuates the 

aggressiveness of the applied technique. Also 

the amount of digital noise/grain visible in the 

background is a bit too powerful as once viewed 

the amount of noise/grain takes away from the 

overall image. At the same time the hat/cap I 

would suggest has too much contrast and is a 

bit too ‘edgy’.  If this image was post processed 

in Photoshop I would suggest placing this layer 

on top of the original layer and then using the 

opacity slider, bringing down your opacity of 

this layer so it wasn't quite as aggressive (as this 

layer  blends with the layer below it). You could 

also use a layer mask and a brush to help 

remove some of the ‘grittiness’ of the 

background. (14) 

 

Appreciating the Light of Day (VCC) 

Judge 1: Didn't care for either the content or 

the composition and struggled to find a 'picture' 

there. (14) 

Judge 2: An excellent image. Beautiful lighting 

of course.  Excellent nice black and white tones. 

Perhaps there could be a touch more room at 

the very top of the image? And there is a black 

speck/spot on the white headdress that I 

believe should be removed (unless it's a pin for 

securing the headdress which I don't believe it 

is). beautiful capture. (19) 

  



 

Darling Harbour (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Lovely contrasting shapes, colours and 

detail. Taken during the crossover period which 

is just the right time of day. (19) 

Judge 2: A very bright, clean image. I'm enjoying the 

strong horizontal crop of this image and suggest that 

with a few considerations at the time of capture and 

some post-processing techniques the image could 

really shine. First if image wasn't shot at f8 or f11 or 

F-16 that could explain why the image is soft and not 

focused on the far-left and far-right of the image. 

Shooting wide open at say F 2.8 or F4 is typically not 

the sharpest edge to edge that the lens has to offer. 

By closing down a couple of stops from wide-open or 

to middle aperture you typically get the sharpest 

edge to edge capture that the lens is capable of. 

Another consideration, during the post processing as 

it difficult to do at the time of capture in either 

Lightroom or Photoshop would be correcting vertical 

conversion and alignment on the far-left and far-

right of the image. A little bit of perspective control 

in either Lightroom or Photoshop to align the 

windows on the far-left building as well as the gap 

between the building and the evening sky on the 

right hand side will definitely improve the linear 

appearance of the image and therefore in my 

opinion make the entire image more dynamic. 

Another thing to consider is the overall exposure. 

Unfortunately to get the building office lights correct 

the logos on the top of the building become 

overexposed (a very common problem),  you might 

be able to correct this overexposure in post-

production or possibly accounting for it during the 

capture by bracketing your shots so that you can 

either choose the best or possibly use the bracketed 

shots in an HDR approach to possibly do a better 

blend of the Highlights in this case to lights on top of 

the buildings. (14) 

 

Life on the Nile (VCC) 

Judge 1: Contrast between barran hillside and 

biz of the river nicely portayed. Maybe a bit top 

heavy. (16) 

Judge 2; This is a wonderful image which takes 

the viewer on a romantic Journey slowly sailing 

down the Nile in a local Oasis like atmosphere 

while all the time Surrounded by the ever-

present  and never ending desert.  

The only technical consideration that I might 

want to consider working on will be the overall 

noise/graininess of the image, perhaps a higher 

ISO was used which in turn was the cause of the 

noise.  Perhaps in post processing if you're using 

Lightroom in the detail section in the noise 

reduction panel, the Luminance slider could be 

used to possibly tame this edginess?  

 I would also consider using a bit of a vignette or 

possibly the graduated filter to darken the top 

one-third or so of the desert portion of the 

image and then while I was at it I might use the 

radial filter on the main sailing vessel just to 

bring it up,  just the slightest bit, to make the 

boat  ever so slightly more visible when 

compared to the rest of the image. (16) 

 

  



 

Next Stop A&E! (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Well caught image (looks like he was 

well caught too!).  Good humorous title helps 

this picture. (16) 

Judge 2: A very good moment/ capture with 

good intensity showing in the eyes. As this is a 

boxing or kickboxing event I suggest the image 

could be stronger if we had some portion of the 

opponent in the frame as well. Yes, we 

understand that this subject is participating in 

this event but not having the opponent or part 

of the opponent visible to some degree possibly 

lessens the effect of the stare. I would suggest 

too much sharpening has been applied to the 

head region of the subject as well I would 

suggest that the eyes/eye sockets have 

probably been lightened up just a touch too 

much. Also, with regards to the background, 

which is fairly clean, I am seeing dabs of white 

areas or light areas. If they were truly there 

during the capture they might be considered to 

be post processing errors. As this might be 

construed as bad post processing technique I 

would consider either removing the white dabs 

of light in post-production or possibly 

highlighting them to a greater degree so they 

can't be misconstrued as errors. (14) 

 

An Ancestral Dance (VCC) 

Judge 1: Obviously some custom or tradition 

behind the dance. Without knowing the story 

image is bit messy & lacks interest (15) 

Judge 2: Excellent. Everything in the image 

works so very well except possibly for the beak 

of the Raven, possibly being a bit too close to 

the right Edge of the frame and possibly the 

intensity of the Raven maybe being 5% too 

visible (I’m wondering if the raven should be 

even ever so slightly less visible and thereby 

making it (the Raven) not quite so easy of a 

read?) – IMHO. Very well done! (20) 

 

  



 

Male Orange Tip on Food Flower (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Chosen depth of field has rendered 

insect sharp but left distractions in the 

background. (16) 

Judge 2: Very good visual separation and color 

as well as a sufficiently blurry background which 

of course helps emphasize the butterfly. 

Technically, for the size of image that was 

submitted, there might be some over 

sharpening of the image of the butterfly, 

possibly to try to give more snap to the insect in 

particular. There's a bit of a black Halo on the 

left hand top part of the wing as well as around 

the violet colored flowers which is indicative of 

over sharpening. I'm not sure for the need of 

the vignette in the top left and right corners of 

the image? If this vignette is simply from the 

lens hood then they probably could have been 

cropped out without any damage to the image 

And if they were applied after in post 

processing then perhaps the vignette could 

carry over to the bottom left and right corners 

as well and if the vignette was added post then 

something with a stronger feathering action 

might be preferable. Also, the subject matter is 

quite central in the image (not that there's 

anything inherently wrong with that) but in this 

case I might suggest a crop from the top and 

the bottom making for a slimmer horizontal 

image might offer a more striking image. (13) 

 

Colliope Humming Bird (VCC) 

Judge 1: Fast shutter speed has rendered wings 

sharp. Nice dappled background but too much 

of it. Crop to left would help. (17) 

Judge 2: Simple, clean, sharp.  Fantastic 

background. Excellent exposure. Nice to see the 

catch light in the eye. Nice forward motion of 

the Wings and therefore the point of the Wings 

balancing the point of the tail. A small 

consideration, with regards to the amount of  

Negative space on the left hand side of the 

image.  I believe the image could possibly be 

improved by bringing in the left-hand side 

about two-thirds of the way through the large 

green portion of out of focus blur (so just a little 

in from the left). Well done (17) 

 

  



 

Siskin (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Nice pose and background. Perhaps a 

little too contrasty. Decreasing the mid tones 

improves it for me. (17) 

Judge 2: Visually, a nice clean shot of the bird. I 

would suggest it's been over sharpened a bit 

too much and I would consider cleaning up 

those small feathers sticking out of the bottom 

left-hand portion of the breast/chest area. 

Excellent to see that catch light in the bird's 

eye, which adds excellent awareness and visual 

intent between the bird and the viewer. The 

background is very good in how much it is out 

of focus or blurred.  One part of the background 

that keeps attracting my attention is the top left 

portion with the repeating out-of-focus circular 

bands (at least they appear to be circular to 

me). With those circular bands removed, in this 

case I've just used my hand to hide them while 

viewing the image, the background is now not 

nearly as competitive with the subject in this 

case the bird. Obviously this would be very 

difficult to try to control while doing the 

capture and at the same time cleaning this up in 

post-production, if that is something you would 

wish to do, would also be difficult to make look 

‘ proper’. (15) 

 

 

Rough Legged Hawk Hunting (VCC) 

Judge 1: Wings form nice diagonal and bird is 

pin sharp. Trees in background show bird's 

habitat. Top notch nature image. (20) 

Judge 2: What an excellent capture. Excellent 

sharpness on the hawk’s face and beak. 

Excellent out-of-focus blur of the background. 

Nice to see that line of grass in the bottom of 

the image to give us perspective on how low 

the hawk is in its flight. Excellent brightness and 

contrast with regard to the hawk and the 

surrounding environment. If the viewer steps 

back and looks at this image the hawk is always 

ever present. The background and foreground 

in this case the grass or excellent and helping to 

Define the hawk. 

A very small point would be to consider 

removing the light small mark in the top left 

corner of the image just above the Hawks wing. 

Not sure what it is but once I see it I can't un-

see it. Just a quick clone or healing stamp in 

Lightroom the Photoshop to clean that up. (17) 

 

 

  



 

Bow Fiddle Rock (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Sharp front to back with nice lead in, 

sky, composition and mood. Central horizon not 

really an issue for me here. (18) 

Judge 2: An excellent image with very good 

dynamic contrast and good application of long 

shutter speed to create the extremely soft 

water. Ultimately, I would suggest the image 

has been over sharpened a bit too much as 

indicated by the slight Halo/black line especially 

on the bow fiddle Rock itself. If you were to 

take the sharpening back just to touch, which of 

course would lessen the ’edginess’ of the shot a 

touch, I suspect the image could handle that. 

Certainly, a delicate balance between showing 

the structure of the Rock and its visual strength 

but at the same time creating an image that 

possibly has a touch too Much of that ‘digital 

look’. The sky is excellent, the Horizon is 

absolutely straight and clean. An excellent use 

of depth of field as you have sharpness from 

the foreground all the way to the end of bow 

fiddle Rock. (16) 

 

 

 

 

 

Turbulence (VCC) 

Judge 1: Is this a straight image with bits 

added? Not quite sure what to make of it. Looks 

wrong but does have impact. (17) 

Judge 2: A stricking image.  Reminds me 

somewhat of a Toni Onley painting. A beautiful 

composition with excellent sharpness and 

Clarity of the water and the mountain range 

and most enjoyable cloud formation on the 

horizon as well as the tumultuous clouds in the 

upper portion of the image. One consideration, 

and opinion only, is it the clouds in the top 

portion of the image are very active in their 

visual demands. I find the cropping out the 

majority of the upper clouds makes the lower 

portion of the image more dynamic, more 

graphic, more linear. With the top portion 

cropped out you still have the diagonal light 

rays available for viewing but I would 

suggest,possibly, a stronger image at the same 

time. (17) 

 

  



 

Faroe’s Fjord (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Nice lead in and focal point. Waterfall 

helps image. Not a dramatic landscape but well 

seen and put together.(16) 

Judge 2: A beautiful tranquil image.  excellent 

‘lines’ directing the viewer to explore the entire 

image. Having the roadway go from the bottom 

left corner up to the church and the stream in 

the center image leading to the inlet as well as 

the cascading waterfall on the right-hand side 

leading back down to the inlet and the inlet 

then leads you out through the passageway in 

the center of the image. The eroded rock face 

on the left-hand side directions if you are back 

down to the church. The V of the two Mountain 

ranges leading to the illuminated rock face and 

sandy beach in the center of the image. A 

consideration – a slight crop on the right hand 

side to remove that one house peak that 

showing (or should that be left in?). (18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following a Dream (VCC) 

Judge 1: Nice idea but struggled a bit in this 

company. Lighting flat and figure could have 

been a bit further back. (14) 

Judge 2: This is a very nice image it takes one 

back to the innocence of Youth And the 

exploration of the big world around you.  

Technically the shot works very well. Very good 

sharpness where sharpness is needed and 

sufficient blur in the background to help 

concentrate the viewer's attention on the 

subject at hand. Good diagonal flow of energy 

and direction of motion starting with the 

sharpness in detail of the dragged footprints 

area in the bottom left-hand corner. Having the 

face covered with the hoodie helps add 

anonymity to the subject matter and in this 

case therefore means that the child could be 

any child going on their big adventure. As most 

of the image is a monochrome value but the 

subject is a powder blue color obviously helps 

offer a visual centre to the image, in this case 

the child. If fortune were smiling on the 

photographer and you were able to capture this 

exact pose a second before might be 

advantageous as then the child's head would 

not be superimposed on the tideline of the 

sand. Still, a very good moment and capture. 

(14) 



 

Concentration (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Contrast between bikes in shape and 

colour good.Panning effect appears to be at 

right angle to bikes. Above and to left of rear 

bike? (15) 

Judge 2: Nice shot. Good sharpness. Good 

panning motion with the subject(s). Very good 

depth of field to get both bikes in the shot at 

the same time with the same sharpness. The 

background is excellent as it sufficiently blurry 

as to not cause a distraction from viewing the 

competitors but the same time offering enough 

information to verify that were on a racetrack. 

Well done (17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goldstream (VCC) 

Judge 1: Well placed rock, and leaf echoes 

colour of submerged autumn leaves but needs a 

bit more. (15) 

Judge 2: A beautiful image. Excellent sharpness, 

clarity. Beautiful colors. Excellent motion on the 

diagonal from the top left to the bottom right. 

And of course, the visual center of the large 

Maple Leaf on the moss covered rock. Possible 

a bit tight on the crop on the left, the area 

between the leaf and the left frame Just a 

Touch tight. And if it all possible dodging or 

lightening the darker areas of the rock, again 

just to touch, to bring out a bit more detail. (18) 

 

  



 

Lloyds (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Contrast between curves and squares 

and light and shade works well. Remove 

highlight at top. Tighter crop? (15) 

Judge 2: Excellent tones, sharpness, clarity. Very 

good shadow detail. Excellent highlight 

information. One very small point and that is 

the dominant verticals in the image. You have 

natural convergence with the lines on the far-

left and far-right but I would suggest using 

Lightroom or photoshop, running the alignment 

tool in the crop selection to straighten the black 

vertical line (building with windows) right next 

to the cylindrical building. As this vertical is 

pretty much centered in the image, in your 

composition that vertical has not been 

corrected. By correcting that vertical I feel there 

is a stronger sense of placement and 

acceptance all of the lines, a more comfortable 

’read’ of the image. Unfortunately, by 

straightening this one vertical we lose a fair 

amount of the singular window in the top left 

portion of the image. and I quite enjoyed the 

amount of that single window as a visual Focus 

point in the non-cropped version. (19) 

 

 

 

Neptune’s Boathouse (VCC) 

Judge 1: Quite like the abstract simplicity of this 

image. Good idea and nicely executed. (16) 

Judge 2: A beautiful, vibrant, strong and 

dynamic image. An interesting exploration of 

reflections and the repetition of the graphic line 

of the reflected boathouses. The water acts as a 

beautiful replacement for the sky with the 

ripples in the water looking like high cirrostratus 

clouds, the ripples in the water in the bottom 

right-hand corner of the image are about the 

only component visible to bring us back to 

reality and the fact this image is the reflection 

of boathouses in water. Excellent exposure, 

sharpness and contrast. (16) 

  



 

Walk on by (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Lot of unconnected bits-woman/passer 

by,left/right side of woman. Felt the woman 

was the picture. (14) 

Judge2: An excellent capture. Well done. Very 

good black and white tones. Excellent sharpness 

and clarity. I might suggest ever-so-slightly 

brightening up the dog, just a touch and the 

same could be said for the scarf around her 

neck. I would also consider cropping from the 

bottom just to touch to remove those light 

rectangles. I find them of no value to the story. 

Lots to ‘see’ and consider with her gaze and the 

seeming indifference of the ‘busy’ people 

rushing along to complete their tasks. Good use 

of shutter speed to emphasis this motion. (17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Myanmar Fisherman (VCC) 

Judge 1: Caught the art of fishing Myanmar 

style, but with overhead lighting and a heat 

haze, lighting conditions not in your favour. (14) 

Judge 2: A nice sharp image with good overall 

exposure. I suggest that the shirt could be 

brought down a touch in intensity in the chest 

area and on the left-hand cuff. It looks like the 

face has been dogged, made lighter, due to the 

fact that the face is obviously in Shadow from 

the Hat. I would suggest if this is the case the 

face has been brightened a touch too much. 

It would be interesting to see where the 

fisherman is looking at as he definitely appears 

to be staring at something on the left-hand part 

of the image. Perhaps slightly tighter crop on 

the right-hand side possibly halfway from the 

image edge to the side of the net which would 

allow, if it was captured in the first place, a little 

more of the left-hand water to be viewed by 

the spectator and therefore possibly give us a 

hint as to what the fisherman is looking at. If at 

all possible when creating this capture the 

photographer had the opportunity to 

photograph with a larger aperture, which may 

or may not have been possible at all, the image 

therefore might have stronger visual focus on 

the fisherman and net and at the same time the 

boat in the background behind the net would 

hopefully be less sharp and therefore less 

visible, the same goes for the marker buoy, if 

that's what it is, jutting out of the right hand 

side of the conical Bamboo net. (15) 



 

Bathtime (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Well caught in mid splash by well 

chosen shutter speed. Sharp where it matters. 

Excellent image. (19) 

Judge 2: This is a great moment/capture. 

Excellent sharpness and clarity and focus on the 

subject. Excellent to see the catch light in the 

top portion of the bird's eye. It seems like the 

bird is keeping an eye on us while it's having its 

bath.  I would suggest that this image could 

benefit from a more direct application of 

cropping. By cropping out the top portion of the 

image, horizontally to remove those straight 

horizontal brighter areas in the background we 

put more visual strength on the bird itself and 

you could probably crop the right-hand side 

vertically to remove that leaf in the bottom 

right corner. it would be nice if the twig was not 

in the shot where it is but other than removing 

it in Photoshop or Lightroom, which may or may 

not be something you want to do or are allowed 

to do for the competition, of course there's 

nothing we can do about it. (15) 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Fight (VCC) 

Judge 1: Sharp, pleasing composition and birds 

stand out well from light background. Well 

caught image (19) 

Judge 2: What a great moment. Excellent 

sharpness, clarity, focus. Nice to see the little 

bit of pink (salmon I assume) in the bottom of 

the image of which of course the two Eagles are 

fighting over. Nice straight horizon in the 

background. Almost a duplicate of negative 

space in the pebbled rock area at the bottom of 

the image to mimic the top dark horizon out of 

focus area of the image. If at all possible it 

would be nice to see a touch more information 

in the darker wing area closer to the body in the 

right-hand eagle. of course there may not be 

much there in the exposure if there is then a 

dodge (lightening) of that area is possible it 

would be worth a try. (18) 

 

  



 

First Light Loch Awe (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Wonderfully atmospheric image. 

Subtle colours of sky and reflection go well with 

pink sunrise.  Rock gives depth. (20) 

Judge 2: Beautiful capture. Beautiful light, color, 

brightness, contrast, composition, they all 

combine and work very well.  Now the question 

of including something in the foreground during 

these captures. Always the question. In this 

case I find the one rock to be visually more 

commanding then the castle and I'm not sure 

that it should be. If the Rock is to be the main 

focal point, and I believe it is in this image, then 

perhaps the rest of the image should not be as 

sharp? Maybe if the Morning Mist offered 

slightly more veiled view of the castle that could 

justify the visual sharpness of The Rock? With 

the image cropped from the bottom up to the 

very top of the rock, if there were the case I 

suggested the image might be stronger as we 

are then looking at the castle and the 

symmetrical reflections with more visual intent. 

(17) 

 

 

 

 

 

Mandalay Hill sunset (VCC) 

Judge 1: indoor/outdoor lighting nicely 

balanced and human interest nicely posed. 

Picture is all on left and right side could be 

removed. (15)  

Judge 2: A beautiful image with fantastic color 

and the warmth of the sun set. Excellent 

verticals considered either at the time of image 

capture or in post-production but either way a 

good sense of perspective in this image. 

Excellent exposure values of all the columns, 

the mirrored tiles and brickwork. With just the 

right amount of sunshine reflection off of the 

mirrored tile above the young lady indicates the 

richness of the sunset glow. Excellent use of 

depth of field where we can see all the detail on 

the inside of the terrace including the bushes 

and branches in the far right-hand arch opening 

to the outside. As well the  outlying areas of the 

valley are sufficiently soft either due to depth of 

field and or the late evening haze which only 

makes the foreground look more dynamic and 

warmer visually with the yellow/ gold tones.  

One consideration that I believe I would 

contemplate doing is removing the electrical 

insulator in post-production (located in the very 

top right-hand corner of the  closest arch). And 

while I was at it I'd remove the red pen or straw 

on the ground in the corner near the gentleman 

sitting on the bench. (15) 



 

Rib Tickler (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Impeccable timing and sharp as a tack. 

Great range of tones with terrific clarity and 

impact (especially the impact!) (20) 

Judge 2: Excellent. Love the square crop. 

Excellent tones brightness contrast and 

sharpness. 

I would consider cloning out, if allowed for the 

competition, the one hair sticking straight up on 

the right-hand kickboxer’s head. And ultimately 

if there is any possibility to grab this exact same 

capture it would be great if we didn't have the 

referee in the background. Obviously, this 

wasn't an opportunity so perhaps 

photographing with a more selective depth of 

field (easy to say, very hard to do)  and 

hopefully having the ref somewhat out of focus 

would make for a more Dynamic image of the 

two fighters. But if you shot with a shallow 

depth of field we would then not have the 

ability to see the Expressions on the audience 

under the lowest ropes! Still having said that an 

excellent capture. (17) 

 

RCAF Truck (VCC) 

Judge 1: Good timing and a small aperture give 

a very nice effect. Red truck,evening light & nice 

sky make for a pleasing shot. (17) 

Judge 2: What an interesting old vehicle. A nice 

effect shooting into the sun to get the starburst 

effect with lens flare. I quite enjoy most of this 

image. The component that I have the most 

difficulty in is the pseudo HDR effect of the 

Shadow side of the truck itself. In my opinion 

it's just a bit too over processed. I quite enjoy 

the sky in the background as well as the backlit 

fields again in the background.  I am uncertain 

about the violet blue gravel in the foreground. 

At first, I thought it might be a low flowering 

plant but then I decided that wasn't the case 

and it must be gravel. And if it's gravel I don't 

see why it would be such a blue tint even 

though it is in the shadow area of the vehicle. 

By cropping the gravel out from the lower half 

of the image my suggestion would be that the 

image is stronger due to the fact that I don't 

have the blue portion (intensity) of the gravel 

distracting me from the truck itself. As well, and 

being very picky in this case, I would suggest 

allowing a little more room for the crop at the 

far right where the picture edge and the 

bumper meet. I would suggest that you might 

want to offer the same distance between the 

bumper and the edge on the right as you do the 

back of the truck and the edge on the left (again 

being very picky) (15) 



  

Osprey’s Successful Catch (Eastwood) 

Judge 1: Spot on timing and composition leaving 

bird space to fly into. Detail well held in light 

area. Very nice image. (19) 

Judge 2: Excellent capture. Excellent sharpness, 

clarity and exposure on everything except for 

the white area where the wing meets the body. 

If there is any way to burn that in (make it 

darker) in post-production  it would be worth a 

try.  The background is excellent in so much as it 

offers contarst but at the same time the 

background is not so strong as to visually 

distract from the subject. A consideration would 

be if there was a little bit more head room at 

the top of the image, room for the wings to 

‘breath’.  And if it all possible a little bit more 

information on the right-hand side, extending 

the crop, to allow a little more room for the 

Osprey to fly into. Again, that may or may not 

have been an opportunity as there could be 

reasons why the image needed to be cropped 

to this point. (18) 

 

 

 

 

Drake in Yellow Reflection (VCC) 

Judge 1: Attractive well worked image which 

would be improved by removing the line behind 

the duck. (16) 

Judge 2: Absolutely beautiful colors and 

contrast. Excellent sharpness on the Drake. 

Excellent secondary image information worth 

considering with the black reflection in the 

yellow from the bow of the boat on the right-

hand side. I quite enjoy how the duck has cut 

through the strong vertical line in the left 

portion of the image. The one thing that I would 

consider doing would be to crop on the left-

hand side of the image to remove the black on 

the left-hand edge of the image. I understand 

that by doing this we would also lose some of 

the dynamic value of the ripples in the bottom 

left corner but I do find that the strong black 

value in the top left a bit bothersome visually. 

With the black removed I find the image to have 

a more calming effect when viewed. ( 16) 

 

 

 

 


